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This article has been retracted: please see Elsevier Policy on
Article Withdrawal (https://www.elsevier.com/about/our-busi-
ness/policies/article-withdrawal).

The article has been retracted at the request of the Editor-in-
Chief. The article was derived from the thesis of one of the authors:
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The thesis was not acknowledged in the article, contrary to
requirement by the journal. Concerns raised by the Thesis supervi-
sors (Drs. G. Kralik and Z. Kralik) were shared with the correspond-
ing author and the different institutions involved.

The analysis performed by the journal concluded that the pub-
lished article and the thesis report a different number of replicates
per treatment (n=6 vs n=23) and differ in their description of

DOI of original article: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.animal.2020.100087
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batches of animals delivered at the experimental facilities and
starting the experiment at different times (n=1 vs n = 3). Overall
the analysis of the evidence provided indicates that the statistical
model applied to the data is not appropriate to the experimental
design. As a result, the study is not reproducible, and findings can-
not be considered as reliable.

Authorship issues were identified. The thesis supervisors were
not associated to the publication. Several co-authors (M. Starcevic*,
H. Mahmutovi¢, N. Glamoclija, M. Basi¢, R. Mitrovi¢, R. Markovic,
M. Boskovi¢, M.Z. Balti¢) recognised that their contributions were
erroneously declared so their authorship remains questionable.

The Financial Support Statement is incomplete. Evidence was
provided that other sources also contributed to financing the
study.

Apologies are offered to readers of the journal for any inconve-
nience this may cause.
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