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Mosses as bioindicators of aero pollution in urban areas
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Mosses biomonitoring was used as a complementary method for classic instrumental methods
for air pollution detection and control in the second part of the last century. Since then.
mosses have been used as bioindicators for radioactive contamination of the environment for
global distribution of radionuclides due to nuclear weapons atmospheric tests, lfor ||}e
assessment of radioactive contamination of the environment after the nuclear plant accident
Chernobyl in 1986, for radioactivity monitoring in the vicinity of nuclear power plants el
Mosses and lichen proved to be reliable indicators of contamination of the environment duc'?
military use of depleted uranium in Bosnia and Serbia in the last decade of the 20th ccntuf};
too. Today mosses biomonitoring is a part of the air pollution monitoring by heavy metalfi;y
major European cities, as it provide data on anthropogenic pollution in urban ared by hed
metals due to traffic and fossil fuel combustion. Mosses arc used to identify the so
pollution as they accumulate elements and therefore provide data on the sources of p
sources even after the pollution episode took place. But, as in urban areas mosSes 7
often found in quantities sufficient to analyze, the method of active biomonitoring of S0 c;n o
bag techniques will? moss transplantants has been frequently used. The method has 4 mlcnls,
of advantages considering the precise exposure time, data on the concentrations of elert
Possibility to choose a location of interes efe.
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The paper presents the results of determination of radionuclides contents 111 mosses
Urban area (Cltyl of Belgrade) that was aimed to assess the validity of the hagny
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